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This winter we visit two couples who have
created their dream homes in the heart of
Europe. Fashion photographer Martina Bjorn
and Architect David Van Severen live with
their children in an old Beaux-Arts building
in Brussels, where historical charm meets
everyday functionality. Artist Lukas Cober
and doctor Vera Koller have transformed

a former miner's dwelling in Belgium into an
original light-flooded home close to nature.
Both interiors — and the Vitra products within
them — express the individual personality

of their inhabitants.
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The Brussels studio flat of Martina
Bjorn and David Van Severen is a

collage of historical splendour and
timeless design

‘“We love beautiful things. It’s part of a

certain self-expression. We feel happy when
we look at them or use them.’

David van Severen I remember
Martina was in Sweden with the
kids, and I was alone in Brussels.
We were desperately looking for a
new house. Martina Bjorn We fell
in love with this place, because it
has this generosity. It’s very urban
and at the same time, you have
this leftover space that is a garden,
but also a strange courtyard with
age-old trees. A piece of wilder-
ness in the city. DVS The house
itself is more than 100 years old.
It’s this mansion-like row house.
Very typical for Brussels. It was for
sale as an office space. It’s just a set
of rooms, basically, that we have
filled to suit our needs. MB It was
for sale as an office space. It’s just a
set of rooms, basically, that you
can fill how you want. For us, it
was easy to see what needed to be

done. It felt like bringing this place
back to what it was. DVS When
we combine old interiors and
modern furniture, we’re not look-
ing for contrast. It’s more about
finding harmony. MB It’s not a
style choice. We don’t see it that
way. I think it’s a common lan-
guage and intention that you can
apply into photography or in fur-
niture or in art. That’s why we
think those things are combina-
ble. DVS A home is where you just
feel good. Having lived abroad for
more than half of my life, you
make your home your world. It’s
the paths that you take that shape
your idea of home, but it’s more
an archipelago of things than one
specific point. MB The things we
have around us include artwork
from friends or design pieces from

family. It’s just lovely how these
things are being mixed with tradi-
tional items that we found on our
travels. Objects are definitely part
of creating a home. DVS And at
the same time, there’s so much so-
lidity. I always keep my shoes on.
We light a fire and cook at the same
time. That makes it a very nice
place to live. It feels very free.

Originally from Sweden, Martina
Bjorn works as a fashion photo-
grapher in Paris. Belgian architect
and designer David Van Severen is
co-founder of the Brussels-based
architecture firm Office KGDVS.
They live with their children Roman
and Aliona and cat in an elegant
studio flat in Brussels.
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Slow Sofa, Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec, 2025

Vitra Cushions are available in coordinated
shades to complement each of the seven

colours of the sofa covers.

‘The Slow Sofa transforms interiors with its form, its
presence and the comfort it inspires, adding colour

and feeling to any setting.”  Ronan Bouroullec

Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec developed the Slow Sofa with Vitra using the
same design language as the Slow Chair, which was launched in 2006 and
has since established itself as a classic. With its distinctive aesthetic, the sofa
integrates seamlessly into modern interiors while adding a contemporary
touch to classic settings.

The smallest of Vitra’s sofas, the Slow Sofa is designed with Flocca fabric
stretched over a tubular steel frame, comfortably accommodating two people
despite its compact size. Loose seat cushions, two neck cushions and three
individually selected back cushions from the Vitra Cushions collection ensure
additional soft comfort. This makes the Slow Sofa a favourite spot to escape
from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. The Slow Sofa is light in weight
and can therefore be easily picked up and moved around.
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(1) Eames Coa_ct Tables - HPL, 01 white (textured) - 01 chrome - 30 basic dark powder-coated (smooth) - Charles &

(2) Ea/?iber Sle Chair DSL - 01 parchment - 30 basic dark powder-coated - Charles & Ray Eames , 1950
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Eames Shell Chairs - La Fonda base, Charles & Ray Eames, 1950

The restaurant La Fonda del Sol, New York City, 1960.
© 2025 Eames Office, LLC. All rights reserved.
(Courtesy Vitra Design Museum, Alexander Girard Estate)

The concept behind the La Fonda base had already been developed by
Charles and Ray Eames in 1948 for the Plastic Chairs presented in 1950. The
final form took shape in 1960 when their friend, the designer and interior
architect Alexander Girard, needed suitable chairs to furnish the La Fonda
del Sol restaurant in the Time-Life Building in New York City.

With its central pedestal consisting of four parallel shafts that split at the
bottom to form a four-star support, the La Fonda is one of the most elegant
and unconventional bases ever created by the Eameses. Always striving to
develop comprehensive design solutions, they added the new base frame
to their already extensive collection of Shell Chairs.

To date, Vitra has only offered this base version for the Plastic Armchair

RE DAL and a limited edition of the Fiberglass Side Chair DSL with fabric-
covered seat cushions in a pattern by Girard.

15



Bikini Outdoor, Charles & Ray Eames, 1951

Easy to add or remove: the Bikini Outdoor
for the Eames Wire Chairs.

Vitra has developed a new outdoor version of the ‘Bikini’. Equipped with a clip
system, it can now be easily removed and cleaned or replaced. As the fabric
and padding are weather-resistant, the powder-coated Wire Chairs - except
the DKW with wooden legs - can now also be fitted with a comfortable
‘Bikini’ pad in outdoor settings.

The existing classic version of this two-piece cushion, which sits snugly against
the wire construction, will still be available in the same wide selection of fabric
colours and leather options. Thanks to this range of choices, a suitable Wire
Chair can be found for every purpose - indoors, outdoors or both.
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Vera Koller and Lukas Cober
combine archaic minimalism
with colourful design accents
in their converted miner’s
dwelling near Maastricht.

‘Craftsmanship is at the heart of everything.’

Vera Koller T've always wanted to
be close to nature. The house stood
on the edge of the forest. It
was built of marlstone like the
mountain, with vaulted ceilings,
old doors and direct access to
the mountain, to the caves. Lukas
Cober When we found it, I imme-
diately sensed its potential. Our
plan was to start the renovation as
soon as we moved in. We put
mattresses down in the dusty liv-
ing room and began working
in the next room. That’s how the
house took shape organically,
step by step. VK We poured con-
crete floors, insulated the roof,
tore out walls and hauled blocks
of stone. I'm not afraid of hard
work — I know how to get things
done. As the house became more

and more beautiful, we continued
to grow and connect more deeply
with what truly matters. LC Vera
brought colour into the house -
like the yellow mirror and the yel-
low staircase. I wasn’t so keen at
first, because I wanted everything
to be clean and minimalist. But
now it’s a mix of both, and I'm
really happy with the way it
turned out. VK We’ve also had to
adapt. Living here means living
with nature — with high humidity
and frequent shade. But it also
means protection. You feel em-
braced by the forest and the moun-
tain. LC For me, ‘making’ means
working with my hands. We either
design our own furniture or choose
pieces for their materials and feel.
Craftsmanship is at the heart of

everything. It has to have a per-
sonal touch and a certain light-
ness. VK We believe that things
have to tell a story or be hand-
crafted. Furniture that inspires
and isn’t just functional - that’s
what brings a house tolife. LC The
house will never be finished. It’s
a constantly evolving project. I see
a creative process as something
that is never ending. That also
applies to this house.

Vera Koller is a surgeon at a hos-
pital in Eschweiler. Artist and
product designer Lukas Cober runs
a studio for sculptural furniture
in Maastricht. Both are originally
from Aachen and live with their dog
in a converted miner’s house near
Maastricht.



(1) Standard - 18 Prouvé Blé Vert powder-coated (smooth) - 04 dark oak, with protective varnish - Jean Prouvé, 1934/1950

(2) Nuage, medium - abstrait - Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec, 2016  (3) Colour Frame Mirrors, small - green /pink - Julie Richoz, 2024







(1) Anagram Sofa - platform 900 x 1800mm - Nubia, 01 ivory/pearl - 37 chalk powder-coated (textured) - attachable table & 350 mm -
70 solid oak, oiled - Panter & Tourron, 2024 (2) Wiggle Stool - Frank Gehry, 1972 (3) Akari 75A - Isamu Noguchi, 1951







Slow Chair, Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec, 2025

‘Comfort, playfulness along with a soft elegance.
| believe these three qualities perfectly define the

product family.” Ronan Bouroullec

The Slow Chair developed by Vitra together with designers Ronan & Erwan
Bouroullec in 2006 has since established itself as a Vitra classic. Vitra has now
created another variant of the iconic armchair and also added the Slow Sofa.
The Slow Chair by Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec comes with the bouclé fabric
Flocca, available in 7 colours, which gives the armchair a relaxed, cosy feel.
Paired with a neck pillow and back cushions from the Vitra Cushions collection,
this lounge chair provides soft and inviting comfort. The Slow Chair is light in
weight and can therefore be easily picked up and moved around.
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-C - 62 light mint - Jasper Morrison, 2020 (2) Plywo obile Mode
Hang it all - neutral - Charles & Ray Eames, 1953




Plywood Mobile, Charles & Ray Eames, 1941

Ray Eames working on a mobile, 1940s.
© 2025 Eames Office, LLC. All rights reserved.

In the early 1940s, Charles and Ray Eames conducted a series of experiments for
the purpose of refining their plywood moulding techniques. These investigations
led to the creation of an object whose biomorphic contours are strongly reminiscent
of Ray’s artwork and graphics. The Eameses hung the piece as a mobile from the
ceiling of their Los Angeles apartment.

In collaboration with the Eames Office, Vitra has now complemented the existing
Eames Plywood Mobile A with the new Model C, which is likewise inspired by one
of Ray’s paintings. At the same time, the dimensions of Model A have been slightly
increased - which is why it is now called Model AL. Both Plywood Mobiles consist of
two abstract, organically shaped plywood elements that playfully revolve around
one another. They are available in black and now also in the colour ice grey.
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